IN THE 


CONSISTORY COURT 


OF T. A E 


Dioceſe of Ghcefter. 
| Office by COLLETT. and another againſt 'EVANSON. 


III the Name of God, Amen,---We James' Bexson, Doctor of Laws, 
I Vicar General in Spirituals of the Right Reverend Father in God, 
* W1iLLIam, by Divine Permiſſion, Lord Biſhop of the Dioceſe of Glo- 
cefter, in the Province of Canterbury, and of his Epiſcopal Conſiſtory 
official Principal lawfully conſtituted.— To you 'EpwarD EvansoN, 
Clerk, Vicar of the Vicarage . and Pariſh Church of Tewkeſbury, in the 
County and Dioceſe: of G/ocefter, and Province of Canterbury aforeſaid, 
all and every the Poſitions and Articles underwritten for the Health of your 
Soul, and the lawful Correction and Reformation of your Manners, and 
particularly for the Crime of depraving and impugning the Liturgy and 
public-Worſhip of God, the Articles of Religion, and the Rites and Ce- 
remonies reſpectively eſtabliſhed in the Church of England, and for not 
uſing the preſcript Form of Divine Service of the ſaid Church, and for add- 
ing to, altering, and diminiſhing from, the fame, when you ſhould have 
uſed the fame, and for adviſedly maintaining or affirming Doctrine directly 
contrary or repugnant to certain Articles of Religion agreed upon in Con- 
vocation in the Fear of our Lord 1562, or ſome of them; and for re- 
volting after your e e to the three Articles of the 36th of the 
Canons Eccleſiaſtical, made in the Year of our Lord 1603 ; and for other 
Irregularities, Exceſſes, and Neglects, by you done and committed, reſpect- 
ing the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church of England, by Virtue of 


: „ 
our Office, - at the voluntary Promotion of HENRY Col LET, Eſq; and Cctcgfeie 


Nas T- HAvARD, Gent. both of the Pariſh of Tewkeſbury aforeſaid, do 


Fit. Wr article and object to you the ſaid EDwWẽũ ARD EvansoN, tha 
in. and by the 4th of the Conſtitutions and Canons Eccleſiaſtical, made and 
agreed upon in and by the Convocation of the Province of Canterbury, with 
the King's Majeſty's Licence, in the Year of our Lord 1603, which faid 
Conſtitution of Canon is entituled, [mpugners of the Public Worſhip of God, 
eftabliſhed in the Church of England, cenſured. It is decreed, ordained, and 
contained as followeth (that is to ſay) © Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm, 
that the Form of God's Worſhip in the Church of England, eſtabliſhed by 
Law, and contained in the Book of Common Prayer and Adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments, is a corrupt, ſuperſtitious, or unlawful Worſhip of God, 
or containeth any Thing in it. that is repugnant to the Scriptures, let * 


> 
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give, object, article, and offer, articulately as follows: "4 
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be excommunicated % facto, and not reftored but by the Biſhop of the 
Place, or Arch-Biſhop, after his Repentance and public Revocation of ſuch 
his wie Errors ;” or it is in and by the ſaid th Conſtitution or Canon (to 
which we refer) decreed, ordained, and contained to that or the like Pur- 
t or Effect; and we article and object all and ſingular the Premiſes 

Jointly and ſeverally. rt 
"Second. Also, We article and obje& to you the ſaid EpwarD Evan- 
SON, that in and by the 5th of the ſame Conſtitutions and Canons Eccle- 
faſtical, entituled, Impugners of the Articles of Religion, eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of England, cenſured, It is decreed, ordained, and contained as 
followeth, (that is to ſay) © Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm, that any of 
the Nine and Thirty Articles agreed upon by the Arch- Biſhops and Biſhops 


of both Provinces, and the whole Clergy, in the Convocation holden at 


London in the Year of our Lord 1562, for avoiding, Diverſities of Opinions, 


and for the eſtabliſting of Conſent touching true Religion, are in any Part 
ſuperſtitious or erroneous, or ſuch as he may not with a good Conſcience 
ſubſcribe unto, let him be excommunicated 4% facto, and not reſtored but 
only by the Arch-Biſhop, after his Repentance and public Revocation of 
ſuch his wicked Errors ;” or it is in and by the ſaid 5th Conſtitution or 
Canon (to which we refer) decreed, ordained, and contained to that or the 


like Purport or Effect; and we article and object as before. "i 


Third. Also, We article and object to you the ſaid EDwARD Eyan- 
SON, that in and by the 6th of the ſame Conſtitutions and Canons Eccle- 
fiaſtical, intituled, Impugners of the Rites and Ceremonies, eſtabliſhed in the 


Church of England, cenſured, It is decreed, ordained, and contained as 


followeth; (that is to ſay) © Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm, that the 


Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of England, by Law eſtabliſhed, are 
wicked, antichriſtian, or ſuperſtitious, or ſuch as being commanded by 
lawful Authority, Men, who are zealouſly and godly affected, may not 
with any good Conſcience approve them, uſe them, or, as Occaſion may 
require, ſubſcribe unto them, let him be excommunicated þ/o facto, and 
not reſtored until he repent, and publickly revoke ſuch his wicked Errors; 
or it is in and by the faid 6th Conſtitution or Canon (to which we refer) 
decreed, ordained, and contained to that or the like Purport or Effect; 
and we article and object as before. 

Fourthi.— ALso, We article and object to you the ſaid EDw. Evanson, 
that in and by the 14th of the ſame Conſtitutions and Canons Eccleſiaſtical, 
entituled, The Preſcript Form of Divine Service to be uſed. on Sundays and 
Holidays, It is decreed, ordained, and contained as followeth, (that is to 
fay) The Common Prayer ſhall be ſaid or ſung diſtinctly and reverently 
upon ſuch Days as are appointed to be kept holy by the Book of Common 
Prayer, and their Eves, and at convenient and uſual Times of thoſe Days, 
and in ſuch Place of every Church as the Biſhop of the Dioceſe or Eccleſi- 
aſtical Ordinary of the Place ſhall think meet, for the Largeneſs or Strait- 
neſs of the ſame, ſo as the People may be moſt edified ; all Miniſters like- 
wiſe ſhall obſerve the Orders, Rites, and Ceremonies preſcribed in the 
Book of Common Prayer, as well in reading the Holy Scriptures and ſay- 
ing of Prayers, as in Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, without either di- 
miniſhing, in regard of Preaching or. in any other Reſpe&, or adding an! 
Thing in the Matter or Form thereof; or it is in and by the ſaid 14t 
Conſtitution or Canon, (to which we refer) decreed, ordained, and. con- 


tained to that or the like Purportor Effect; and we article and object as before. 
Fifth. 
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Fifth,—Atso We article and object to you the ſaid EDwWARD Evansow, 
that in and by the 36th of the ſame Canons and Conſtitutions Eccleſiaſtical, 
entituled, Subſcription required of fuch as are to be made Miniſters. It is 
decreed, ordained, and contained as followeth (that is to ſay) “ No 
Perſbn' ſhall hereafter be received into the Miniſtry, nor either by Inſtitu- 
tion or Collation' admitted to any Ecclefiaſtical Living, nor ſuffered to 
oo to catechiſe, or to be a Lecturer or Reader of Divinity in either 
niverſity, or in any Cathedral, or Collegiate Church, City, or Market 
Town, Pariſh-Church, Chapel, or in any other Place within this Realm, 
Except he be licenced either by the Arch-Biſhop or the Biſhop of the 
Dioceſb (where he is to be placed) under their Hands and Seals, or by 
one of the two Univerſities: under their Seal likewiſe ; and except he ſhall 
firſt ſubſcribe to theſe three Articles following in ſuch Manner and Sort as 
we have here appointed. 1ſt. That the King's Majeſty, under God, is 
the only fupreme Governor of this Realm and all other his Highneſs's 
Dominions and Countries, as well in all Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Things 
or Cauſes as Temporal ; and that no foreign Prince, Perſon, Prelate, State, 
or Potentate, hath or ought to have any Juriſdiction, Power, Superiority, 
Pre-eminence, or Authority, Ecelefiaftical or Spiritual, within his Majeſty's 
_ faid Realms, Dominions, and Countries..——2dly. That the Book of 
Common Prayer and of ordering of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, con- 
taineth in it nothing contrary to the Word of God, and that it may law- 
fully fo be uſed, and that he himſelf will uſe the Form in the faid Book 
preſcribed in the publick Prayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and 
no other. z3dlty. That he alloweth the Book of Articles of Religion 
agreed upon by the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces, and the 
whole Clergy in the Convocation holden at London in the Year of our J. ord 
God One Thouſand Five Hundred Sixty and Two; and that he acknow- 
ledgeth alt and every the Articles therein contained, being in Number 
Nine-and-Thirty, befides the Ratification to be agreeable to the Word of 
God. To thefe three Articles whoſoever will ſubſcribe, he ſhall, for 
the avoiding of all Ambiguities, fubſcribe in this Orcer and Form of 
Words, ſetting down both his Chriſtian and Sir Names: I N. N. do 
' willingly and ex animo ſubſcribe to theſe three Articles above mentioned, 
and to all Things that are contained in them; and if any Biſhop ſhall or- 
dain, admit, or licence any as is aforefaid, except he firſt have ſubſcribed 
in Manner and Form as here we have appointed, he ſhall be ſuſpended from 
giving of Orders and Licences to preach for the Space of Twelve Months ; 
but it either of the Univerſities ſhall offend therein, we leave them to the 
Danger of the Law and his Majeſty's Cenſure: Or it is in and by the 
Aid Thirty-ſixth Conſtitution or Canon (to which we refer) decreed, or- 
dained, and contained, to that or the like Purport or Effect; and we 
article and object as before. | 
Sixth. — Also, We article and object to you the ſaid EpwarD Evanson, 
That in and by the Thirty-eighth of the ſame Conſtitutions and Canons 
Eccleſiaſtical, entituled, Revolters after Subſerivtion cenſured,---It is de- 
creed, ordained, and contained as followeth (that is to ſay) © If any Mi- 
niſter, after he hath once {ſubſcribed to the ſaid three Articles, ſhall omit to 
uſe the Form of Prayer, or any of the Orders or Ceremonies preſcribed in 
tte Communion Book, let him be ſuſpended ; and if after a Month he do 
not reform and ſubmit himſelf, let him be excommunicated ; and then if 
he ſhall not ſubmit himſelf within the Space of another Month, let him be 


depoſed, 
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depoſed from the Miniſtry :” Or it is in and by the faid Thirty-eighth 


Conſtitution or Canon (to which we refer) decreed, ordained, and con- 
tained, to that or the like Purport or Effect; and we article and object as 
before.. 

Seventh.—ALs0, We article and object to you the ſaid EDw. Evanson, 
that in and by a certain Act or Statute, made in the 13th Vear of the Reign 
of her late Majeſty Queen Elizabeth, intituled, An Act for the Minifters.of 
the Church to. he of ſound Religion, It is in and by the 1ſt. Section of the ſame 


Act or Statute enacted, that certain Perſons in that Section of the ſaid Act 


or Statute mentioned ſhall ſubſcribe to certain Articles of Religion com- 
rized in a Book imprinted, entituled, Articles, whereupon it was agreed 
the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces, and the whole. Clergy in the 


. Convocation, holden at London in the Year of our Lord God. One Thouſand 


Five Hundred Sixty and Two, according to the. Computation gf the Church of 


England, for the.avoiding of. the Diverſities of Opinions, and for the eſtabliſhing. 
of Conſent touching true Religion, put forth by the Queen's 1 and in 


and by the 2d Section of the ſaid Act or Statute it is enacted as followeth, 
(that is to ſay) * That if any Perſon, Eccleſiaſtical or which ſhall have 
Eccleſiaſtical Living, ſhall adviſedly maintain or affirm any Doctrine di- 
rectly contrary or repugnant to any of the:ſaid Articles, and heing convented 
before the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, or the Ordinary, or before the Queen's 
Highneſs Commiſſioners in Cauſes - Eccleſiaſtical, ſhall perſiſt therein or 
not revoke his Error, or after ſuch. Revocation eftſoon affirm fuch untrue 
Doctrine, ſuch maintaining or affirming and perſiſting, or ſuch eftſoon 
affirming, ſhall be juſt -Cauſe-to..deprive ſuch Perſon of his Eccleſiaſtical 
Promotions; and it ſhall be lawful to the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, or the 
Ordinary, or the ſaid Commiſſioners, to deprive ſuch Perſon ſo perſiſting, 
or lawfully convicted of ſuch eftſoons affirming, and, upon ſuch Sentence 
of Deprivation pronounced, he {hall be indeed deprived ;” or it is in and 
by the ſaid Act or Statute (to- which we refer) enacted to ſuch or the like 
Purport or Effect; and we article and object of any and every other Thing 
enacted and contained in the ſaid Statute, and as before. 

Eight. ALso, We article and object to you the ſaid Enw. Evanson, 
That in and by a certain Statute made in the iſt Vear of the Reign of our 
ſaid late Sovereign Lady Queen Elisabeth, intituled, An Act for the Uni- 


formity of Common Prayer and Service in the Church, and Adminiſtration of 


the Sacraments, it is (amongſt other Things) crecited and enacted as fol- 
loweth, (that is to ſay): Where at the Death of our late Sovereign Lord 
King Edward the 6th, there remained one uniform Order of Common 
Service and Prayer, and of the Adminiſtration of Sacraments, Rites, and 
Ceremonies in the Church of England, which was ſet forth in one Book, 
entituled, The .Book of .. Common Prayer and Tas: 46 of  Sacra- 
ments, and other Rites and Ceremonies in the Church of England, au- 
thorized by Act of Parliament holden in the 5th and 6th Years of our ſaid 
late Sovereign Lord King EDwaAaRD the 6th, entituled, ** An Act for 
the Uniformity of Common Prayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments, the which was repealed and taken away by Act of Parliament in 


the firſt Year of the Reign of our late Sovereign Lady Queen Mary, to 


the great Decay. of the due Honour of God, and Diſcomfort to the Pro- 
feſſors of the Truth of Chriſt's Religion. Be it therefore enaFed, by the 
Authority of this preſent Parliament, that the ſaid Eſtatute of Repeal, and 


every Thing therein contained, only concerning the ſaid Book and the 


Service 
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Service, Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, Rites and Ceremonies, con- 
tained or appointed in or by the ſaid Book, ſhall be void and of none 
Effect from and after the Feaſt of the Nativity of St. John Baptiſt next 
coming; and that the ſaid Book, with the Order of Service, and of the 
Adminiſtration of Sacraments, Rites, and Ceremonies, with the Altera- 
tions and Additions therein added and appointed by this Eſtatute, ſhall 
ſtand and be, from and after the faid Feaſt of the Nativity of St. Joh 
Baptiſt, in full Force and Effect, according to the Tenor and Effect of 
this Eſtatute, any Thing in che aforeſaid Eſtatute of Repeal. to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding : And further be it enacted by the Queen's High- 
neſs, with the Aſſent of the Lords and Commons in this preſent Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, that all and ſingular 
Miniſters in any Cathedral or Pariſh Church, or other Place, within this 


Realm of England, Waves, and the Marches of the ſame, or other the 


Queen's Dominions, ſhall, from and after the Feaſt of the Nativity of 
St. John Baptiſt next coming, be bound to ſay and uſe the Mattins, Even 
Song, Celebration of the Lord's Supper, and Adminiſtration of each of the 
Sacraments, and all⸗the Common and open Prayer, in ſuch Order and 
Form as is mentioned in the ſaid Book, fo authorized by Parliament in the 
ſaid 5th and 6th Years of the Reign of King Epwakp the Sixth, with 
one Alteration or Addition bf certain Leſſons, to be uſed on every Sunday 
in the Year, and the Form of the Litany altered and corrected, and two 
Sentences only.added in the Delivery of the Sacrament to the Communicants 
and none other or otherwiſe; and in and by the 1 5thrand r6th Sections of the ſaid 


Actor Statute, it is enacted as followeth (that is to fay) And for due Execution 


hereof, the Queen's moſt excellent Majeſty, the Lords Temporal, and all the 
Commons in this ꝓreſent Parliament aſſembled, do, in God's Name, earneſtly 
require and. charge all the Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, and other Ordinaries, 
that they ſhall endeavour themſelves, to the uttermoſt of their Knowledges 
that the. due: and true Execution hereof: may be had throughout their Dio- 
ceſe.· and Charges, as they will anſwer before God for ſuch Evils and Plagues 
where with Almighty God may juſtly puniſh his People, for neglecting this 
good and wholeſome Law; and for their Authority in this Behalf be it fur- 
ther enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all and ſingular the ſaid 
Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, and all other their Officers exerciſing Eccleſiaſtical 
Juriſdiction, as well in Place exempt as not exempt within their Dioceſe, 
ſhall have full Power and Authority by this Act to reform, to correct and 

niſh: by Cenſures of the Church all and fingular Perſons: which ſhall of- 
fend within any. their Juriſdictiens or Dioceſe, after the ſaid Feaſt of the 
Nativity of St. John Baptiſt next coming againſt this Act or Statute, any 
other Law, Statute, Privilege, Liberty, or Proviſion heretofore made, 
had, or ſuffered to the contrary notwithſtanding ;”” and in and by the 23d 
Section of the faid Statute it is further enacted as followeth, (that is to ſay) 
<« Provided always, and be it ordained and enacted by the Authority afore- 


ſaid, that all and ſingular Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, and every of their 


Chancellors, Commiſſaries, Archdeacons, and other Ordinaries having 

any peculiar Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiftion, ſhall have full Power and Autho- 

rity by Virtue of this Act, as well to enquire in their Viſitation Synods, and 

elſewhere within their Juriſdiction, at any other Time and Place, to take 

Accuſations and Informations. of all and every the Things above mentioned, 
| B 


done, 


| 
| 
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done, committed, or perpetrated within the Limits of their Juriſdictions 
and Authority, and to puniſh the ſame by Admonition, Excommunication, 
Sequeſtration, or Deprivation, and other Cenſures and Proceſs in like Form 
as heretofore, 4b uſed in like Caſes. by the Queen's Ecclefiaſtical 
Laws; or it is in and by the ſame Act or Statute (to which we refer) en- 
acted, ordained, and provided to that or the like Purport or Effect; and 
we article and object of any other Matter or Thing in the ſaid Act or Sta- 
tute contained. and as before. „ HAT as : ot ni 

Ninth.—ALs0 we article and object to you the ſaid EDwWwaR D Evanson, 
that in and by a certain Act or Statute made in the 13th and 14th Years 
of the Reign of our late Sovereign Lord King Chanlzs the Second, 
entituled, . An Act for the Uniformity of public Prayers and Adminiſtra- 
tion of Sacraments, and other Rites and Ceremonies, and for 1 
the Form of making, ordaining, and conſeerating Biſhops, Prieſts, 
Deacons, in the Church of England; r--it is amongſt other Things 
enacted, that all and ſingular Miniſters in any Cathedral, Collegiate, or 
Pariſh Church, or Chapel, or other Place of public Worſhip within. this 
Realm of England, Dominion of Walen, and Town of :Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
ſhall be bound to ſay and uſe the Moraing Prayer, Evening Prayer, Cele- 
bration and Adminiſtration of both the Sactaments, and all other the Pub- 
lic and Common Prayer, in ſuch Order and Form as is mentioned in the 
Book annexed and joined to the ſaid Act, and entituled, The- Book of 
Common Prayer and Adminifiration of the Sacraments, and other; Rites- and 
Ceremonies of the Church, according to the. Uſe. of the-Church of- e 
together with the Pſalten or..P/alms of David, painted as thy art to. & fung 


- 


or ſaid in Churches; and tlie Form or Manner of making, ordaining and con- 
ſecrating of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons and that the Morning and 


Evening Prayers therein contained ſhall, upon every Lord's Day, and upon 
all other Days and Occaſions, and at the Times therein appointed, be 


openly and ſolemnly read by all and evety Miniſter or Curate in every 
hurch, Chapel, or other Place of public Worſhip: within this Realm of 
England and Places N ; and it is in and by the 24th Sec. of the: faid 
Act or Statute further enacted as followeth, that is td fax, And be it 
further enacted by the Authority :afareſaid,. that the ſeveral good Laws and 
Statutes of this Realm which have been formerly made and are now in 
Force for the Uniformity of Prayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments 


within this Realm of England, and Places aſoreſaid, ſhall ſtand in full 


Force and Strength to all. Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever, for the eſta- 
bliſhing and confirming of the ſaid Book, entituled, The Book of Common 


Prayer and Adminiſtration of. the Sacraments, and other. Rites and Ceremonies 


of the Church, according 10 the Uſe ofthe Churelkof England, together with 


the Pſalter or Pſalms of David, pointed. as they are to be ſung or. ſaid in 


Churches, and the Form or Manner ;of making, ardaining. and conſecrating of 
Biſhops, Priefis, and Deacons, Rerein before mentioned; to be joined and 
annexed to this Act, and. ſhall be applied, practiſed,” and put in Ure for the 
uniſhing of al: Offences contrary to the ſaid Laws with Relation to the 
ook aforeſaid, and no other: Or it is by the faid Act or Statute (to which 


we refer) enacted to that or the like Purport or Effect; and we article and 


object as before. 


that 


Tenth.— Also we article and object to you the ſaid EbwaRD Evanson, 1 
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that the Laws, Statutes, Canons, and Conſtitutions in the preceding Ar- 
ticles ſet forth, ought carefully, ſtrictly, and faithfully to be obeyed, kept, 
and obſerved by every Miniſter of the Church of England, ind that the 
Doctrine and Liturgy of the Church of England ought not to be impugned 
or deptaved by any Miniſter of the fame Church, nor any Alteration of, 
Addition to, or Omiffion out of the fame Liturgy be made in the Uſe 
thereof by any ſuch Miniſter ; and we article and object as before. 
Eleventii.— Also ve article and object to you the ſaid EDpwarD Evan- 
son, that you the faid Enpwarnd EvaAnsoN was and are a Prieſt of the 
Church of Exgland, and that you was ordained a Prieſt according to the 


faid Book of Common Prayer, and according to the Rites and Ceremonies 


of the Church of England, and that previous to your Admiſſion to that 
holy Office, you did ſubſtribe in due Form of Law to the 39 Articles of 
Religion of the Church of og me and to the three Articles of the ſaid 
6th Canon or Conſtitution Eccleſiaſtical; and we article and object as 
nennen en 0% 7 | 
weg. Also we article and object to you the ſaid EpwarD Evanson, 
that on or about the 2gth * — "November, in the Year of our Lord 
1769, you the faid EpwarD Evansow was inſtituted to the Vicarage of 
| Lan ny aforeſaid by and before the Right Rev. Father in God WII- 
LIAM, by Divine Permiſſion, Lord Biſhop of the Dioceſe of Ghcefter, 
and previous to ſuch Inſtitution you did again ſubſcribe to the ſaid 39 Ar- 
tieles of Religion, and to the ſaid three Articles of the ſaid 36th Canon, 
and did alſo make and ſign the Declaration of Conformity to the Liturgy 
of the Church of Englund as by Law required; and that you was after- 
wards inducted into the real, corporal and actual Poſſeſſion of the faid Vi- 
carage; and we article and object as befare. 


„ 4 % 


Thirteenth.—ALs& we article and object to you the faid Epward 


Evansow, that notwithſtanding the Premiſes in the foregoing Ar- 
ticles contained, and in Contempt of the Laws, Statutes, Canons, and 
Conſtrtations aforeſaid, you the faid EDWARD Evanson have, at divers 
and fandry Times, or at leaſt once in the ſeveral Years of our Lord 1770, 
1571, and ta, and in the feveral Months therein reſpectively happening, 
and in the ſeveral Months of Fanary, February, March, April, May, June, 
and Tags in«the preſent Year of our Lord 1773, or in fome one or more 
of the fame Years and Months. reſpectively, adviſedly maintained or affirmed 
many and divers Hoctrines directlycontrary and repugnant to many of the 
ſaid 39 Articles of Religion, and have alfo affirmed that the ſame Articles 
are in many Parts ſuperſtitious and exroneous, and this was and is true, pub- 
lie, and notorious, and thereof there was and is a public Voice, Fame, 
and Report; and we article and object as before. By 
Fourteenth.—ALs0, we article and object to you the ſaid Epw. EvAx- 
SON, that in and bythe;8th of the faid 39 Articles of Religion, entituled, OF 


the Three Creeds, it is declared and contained as followeth, (that is to ſay) 


The Three Creeds, Nice Creed, Athanaſius's Creed, and that which is 
commonly called the Apoſtles Creed, ought thoroughly to be received and 


believed, for they may be proved by moſt certain Warrants ef Holy Scrip- | 


ture; and that you the ſaid Epw. Ev ausoxhaveſeverat Times, or at leaſt once 

within the ſeveral Vears and Months in the laſt preceding Article mention 2d, 
or in ſomꝭ or one of them, in yourpublic Preaching before the Congregation aſ- 
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ſembled in the Pariſh Church of Teweke/bury aforeſaid, preached againſt 

the ſaid three ſeveral Creeds in the ſaid 8th Article mentioned, and which 

Creeds are contained and ſet forth in the Book of Common Prayer, and ap- 

pointed to be read as Part of the Divine Service of the Church of England, 

and in ſuch Preaching have declared and affirmed. the ſame Creeds to be ab- 

ſurd, inconfiſtent, and unintelligible, except the Apoſtle's Creed, which 

you declared to be expeptionable to on Account of the following Words 

therein contained, to wit, * The Reſurrection of the Body; and in parti- 

cular we article and object to you the ſaid EDw. Evanson,. That on the 

ziſt Day of March, 1771, in your Pariſh Church of .Tewke/bury aforeſaid, 

in your Sermon, you affirmed the Creed of St. Athanafius, and the Nicene 

Creed, as ſet forth in the ſaid. Book of Common Prayer, to be abſurd, in- 

conſiſtent, and unintelligible, and-that you found Fault with the Apoſtle's 

Creed, in the ſame Book of Common Prayer, on Account of its. Doctrine 

in maintaining the Reſurrection of the Body, or you declared and affirmed 

to that or the like Purport or Effe& ; and that in Converſation with. your 

Pariſhioners or others, alſo you have, in the ſame. Years and Months, in 

the ſaid laſt preceding Article ſet forth, or in ſome or One of them, at 

Tewkeſbury aforeſaid, and at other Places, or. at leaſt at ſome. or one other 

Place, ſpoken ſeveral Times, or at leaſt once, againſt the ſame. Creeds, or 

ſome or one of them; which Preaching, Declarations, : and.Speakings re- 

ſpectively are and is directly contrary and repugnant to the ſaid 8th Article 

of the ſaid 39 Articles of Religion; and we article. and object of any other 

Time or Times, Place or Places, and of any other Preaching, Declaration, 

or Converſation, as ſhall appear from the Proofs made and to be made in 

this Cauſe, and as before. | W derlei 
| Fifteenth. —ALs0 we article and object to you the ſaid Epward Evan-. 
Hoenig, son, that you the faid Epwarp Eyanson have at divers. Times, or at 
, leaſt once in the ſeveral Years and Months, in the 23h of the foregoing 

48 Articles, mentioned both in Preaching. and in Converſation with your Pa- 
riſhioners or others, or at leaſt in one-of them, denied the Divinity:of our 
. Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Feſus Ghrift, and in particular upon. Eafter Sunday, ; 
= 1771, in a Sermon by you preached in your Pariſh Church of..Tewke/b | 
N oreſaid, you denied the Divinity of our Lord and Saviour Fe/us Chrih, 
and aſſerted that he was a mere Man, and no. more than. Adam, or to that | 
or the like Purport or Effect, contrary and repugnant to the 1ſt-and- ad of * 

the ſaid 39 Articles of Religion; and this was and is true, public, and no- 

torious, and thereof there was and is a public Voice, Fame, and Report: 

And we article and object of any other Time or Times, and of any other 

Preaching or Converſation as ſhall hereafter appear from the Proofs to be 

made in this Cauſe: and-as before. ve 2 11 

Sixteenth. Also. we, article and object to you the. ſaidꝰ Epwaxp 
EvANSON, that notwithſtanding the Premiſes in the iſt 12 of the foregoing 

Articles mentioned, :and.in Contempt of the Laws, Statutes, Canons, and 

Conſtitutions aforeſaid, - you- the ſaid -EnwarD EvAxsON have ſundry 

Times, or at leaſt once in the ſevecal Years of our Lord 1,770, 77, and 

1772, and in the ſeveral Months therein ręſpectively happening, and. in 

| the ſeveral Months of : Fanuary, February, March, April, May, Fune, and 
! July, in the preſent Year of our Lord 1773, or in ſome one or more of the 

fame Years and Months ręſpectively affirmed in Preachipg, ne. 
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Converſation with Pariſhioners or others, or at leaſt in ſome or one 
of them, that the Form of God's Worſhip in. the Church of England, eſta- 
bliſhed by Law, and contained in the Book of Common Prayer and Ad- 
miniſtration of .Sacraments, is a corrupt, ſuperſtitious, and unlawful 
Worſhip of God, and containeth in it many Things .repugnant to the 
Scriptures, or to that or the like Purport or Effect, and have preached, 
declared, .ſpoken, .and written many Things in'Derogation, and.depraving 
of many Things contained in the faid Book of Common Prayer, and this 
was and is true, public, and notorious, and thereof there was and is a 
2 Voice, Fame, and Report; and we article and object as be- 
fore. 

Seventeenth.— ALso, we article and object to you the ſaid Epw. Evan- 
SON, That you the ſaid EDbw. Evanson, at divers Times, or at leaſt 
once in the.ſeveral Years and Months, in the laſt foregoing Article men- 
tioned, or at leaſt.in ſome or one of them, and in particular in the Month 
of April, 1771, in Converſation with and to ſeveral, or at leaſt with 
and to. ſome, or one, Inhabitant-or Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Tewkeſbury 
aforeſaid, or with and to divers or ſome or one other Perſon or Perſons, 
and in ſpeaking of and meaning and.intending the Sermon in the I 5th 
of the foregoing Articles, pleaded and alledged to have been preached by 
you upon Eafter-Sunday 1771, did .fav and declare as followeth :---* I 
« preached this Sermon with a View. to begin a Reformation; the Time 
can't. be far off; or you ſaid and declared: to that or the like Purport or 
Effect; and that you did further. in the ſame Converſations, or in ſome or 
one of them, ſay and declare as followeth: -- If God's appointed 
* Time is not come, We muſt Wait till it is; for the Service of the 

Church of England is. ſuch. a Jargon of inconſiſtent Nonſenſe it can't 
Be, ü ſubſiſt long; or you ſaid, or declared, or uſed Words to that 
or the. like Purport or Effect; and that you did further in the fame Con- 
verſations, or in ſome or one of them, call the Church of England a 
corrupt Church; and that alſo in the ſame Converſations, or in ſome oc 
.one.of them, ſpeaking.of, and concerning, and meaning, and intending 
the following Invocations, to wit.---O God the Son have Mercy upon us 
O God the Holy Ghoſt have Mercy upon un- O Haly, Bleſſed, and Glorious 
Trinity, have Merqy upon us :---Which Invocations are the eſſential Parts 
of the 2d, zd, and 4th Invocations of the Litany, contained and di- 
refted to be uſed in and by the ſaid Book of Common Prayer, by Law 
eſtabliſhed, you did ſay and declare as follows, that is to ſay, God 
knows my Heart, I do not pray when I ſay it; I am obliged to ſay it, 
but I do not pray; or you ſaid, or declared, or uſed Words to that os 
the like Purport or Effect; and we article and object of any other Timo 
or Times, and of any other Converſation or Converſations, Words or 
Expreſſions, as ſhall hereafter appear by the Proofs to be taken in this 
Cauſe and as before. % 

Eighteenth. —ALs80, we article and object to, you the ſaid Ew. EvAxsox, 
That you the ſaid Epw. EvVAN so, at divers Times, or at leaſt once in the 
ſeveral Vears and Months, in the 16th of the foregoing Articles mentioned, 
or at leaſt in ſome or one of them, and in particular in the Month of 
April, 1772, in Converſation with and to ſeveral, or at leaſt with and to 
ſome, or one of the Inhabitants fa Pariſh of Tewkeſbury aforeſaid, or 

: | | with 
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with and to divers other Perſons, or at leaſt one other Perſon, 'a Mem- 
ber or Members of the Church of England, did ſay and declare as follows, 
to wit, In the former Part of my Life I had the Care of a great School, 
and J really had no Time to think of Religion till after I was ordained ; 
but after I was ordained, and came to have a little Time upon my Hands 
* to think for myſelf, I then found what a corrupt Church "ticks and 
intending the Church of England) I was got inte, or elſe I would not 
have been in it upon any Co tion, for you (meaning and intending 
the Members or Chriſtians of the Communion of the Church of Eng- 
and) are all of you Idolaters, nay rank Papiſts; you worſhip the Man 
Jeſus, (meaning and intending our Lord ee Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ;)- you 
pray to be delivered by his Bloody Sweat and by his Croſs and Paſſion, 
(meaning and intending thereby to aecuſe the — Worſhip of the Church 
of England of Idolatry, in praying to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in praying 
to be delivered by his Bloody Sweat and by his Crofs and Paſſion,) or yon 
ſaid, or declared or uſed Words to that or the like Purport or Effect; and 
we article and object of any other Time or Times, and of any other Con- 
verſation or Converſations, Words ot Expreſſions, as mall hereafter pour 
by the Proofs to be taken in this Cauſe, and as before. 
 Nineteenthi—Ats0, we article and object to you the'/faid EW. Bd ailbon, 
That notwithſtanding the Premiſes in the feſt twelve of the foregoing Ar- 
ticles mentioned, — the ſaid Epw. Evanson; at divers and ſundr. 
Times, or at leaſt onoe in the ſeveral Vears 1770, 1771, and 177, and 
in the ſeveral Months therein reſpectively ha g. and in the' ſeveral 
Months of January, February, March, April, nn fi and Fuly in 
the prefent Year of out Lord 1773, or in ſome or one of them, have made 
ſeveral. Alterations and Omiſſions in the Creeds, Prayers, Exhortations, 
and Bleſſings reſpectivelꝝ ſet forth, ay contained, and preſcribed, and di- 
rected to be uſed in ou be the'Book of Common pray r, by Law efta- 
bliſhed, in your public Prayers and Miniſtration, in thc Pariſn Church 
of Tewkeſbury aforeſaid; and this was and is true, public, and notorious, 
and thereof there was and is 2 public: Voice, Fame, and Reports and we 
article and object as before. { Pnweltyt +1 
Twentieth. Also, we article and object to you tho fie Ep. ben. 
That ſeveral Times, or at leaſt once within the ſeveral Years and Months, 
in the laſt preceding. Article mentioned) und particularly on the firſt Sund 
in Odlober, 1972, in repeating that Part of the 77 ſtſe's Creed Here fol- 
lowing, that is to ſay, I beliede in the Holy Ghoſt; dhe Holy Catholic Church, 
the Communion” of Saints the' Forgivengſi g, Sine, the Nefurrect ion of the 
Body, and the Liſe everlaſiing;” inſtea of theſe Werds, "The Refurrecfiom 
the Bod) you ſaid and aſed theſe Words, The Refirrethion of the He 
and we article and ep of any T—_ Time r Times, and a be- 
fre. 
Tuyuenty- e. 2 we article * object to you i faid Epw. OY 
sox, That feveral Times, or at leaſt once within: the ſeveral Years and 
Months in the 19th of the foregoing Articles mentioned, or in ſome or one 
of the ſame Vears and Months, and particularly on the Feaſt of the Nati- 
vity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1771, and on Eaffer Day 1772, and on 
divers other Days and Times between that Day and the Feaſt St. Michael 
the Archangel” then next following, you the ſaid Ew. Evansox, in 
reading 


111 
and ſaying that Part of the Exhortation, which the Prieſt is 
directed by the Rubrick in the Common Prayer to ſay at the Time 
of the Celebration of the Communion, the People being conveniently 
aced for receiving the Holy Sacrament, which next here follows, 
that is to ſay, Aud above all Things ye muſt give moſt humble and 
hearty Thanks to God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, for the 
Redemption of the World ly the Death and Paſſion of our Saviour 
Ci, both God and Man, did omit and entirely leave out theſe 
Words, to wit, both God and Man; and in giving the Bleſſing with 
which the Prieſt (or Biſhop if he be preſent) is directed to let the 
People depart at the End of the Communion Service, in that Part of it 
which here next follows, to wit, And the Bleſing of God Almighty, the 
Father; the Son, and the Holy Gheft, be among ft you and remain with 
you aud, you did omit and entirely leave out theſe Words, to wit, 
the Father, the Son, and the Git; and at other Times you 
entirely omitted both the faid Exhortation and the ſaid Bleſſing ; and 
we article and object of any other Time or Times, and as before. 
Twenty ſecond.— ALso We article and object to 8 the ſaid Ep- 
wARD'EvansoNn, That whenever, or at leaſt generally when you the- 
faid EDwWwͤARD Evanson have read the Nicene Creed, you have read 
the ſame in a moſt hurrying, indecent, and irreverent Manner; and 
that ſeveral Times, - or at leaſt once in the ſeveral Years and Months, 
in the-19th of the foregoing Articles mentioned, or in ſome or one of 
them, and particutatly on the firſt Sunday in October, 1772, you 
omitted to read, and did not read, repeat, or fay the ſaid Nicene Creed 
in the public '3ervice in your Pariſh Church of Tewkeſbury aforeſaid, 
at the Time preſcribed by the Rubrick in the faid Book of Common 
Prayer, or at leaſt you read, repeated, or ſaid no more- thereof than 
the firſt Article thereof, ending with the Word {xv;þble.; and we ar- 
ticks and object of any other Time or Times, and as before. 
'Twenty-third.—ALs, We article and object to you the faid Ep- 
WARD Svadang That on Tranity-Sunday, 177, in the Collect for 
the Day, inſtead of theſe Words therein contained, We beſeech thee 
that thou wouldefl- keep' us fleadfaſt in this Faith, you read and faid, 
We befeech thee that thou wouldeft keep us fleady in the right Faith; and 
on Raſler- Sunday laſt, or ſome other Sunday or Sundays in the ſeveral 
Months of Marel, April, and May, now laſt paſt, or in ſome ot one 
of them in a Sermon by you preached in the Pariſh Church of 
Tewleſoury aforeſaid, you quoted the 47th Verſe af the 15th Chapter 
of Sr. Paulis iſt Epiſtle to the Corimthions, in the following Words, 
to wit, The fit Man is of * the Earth, earthy; the ſecond Man: was our 
Lor Jeſus Chriſt 3/ whereas the ſame Verſe is not in thoſe Words, 
but in the Words following, to wit, The ſinſi Mon is of tlie Earth, 
earthy," the ſeeond Man is the Lord from Heaven; and we article and 
object of any other Time or Times, and as before. 
Twenty-ſourti. - ALsO, We article and obj⸗ct to you the ſaid Ep- 
waRD'Evanson; That ſome Time in the Year of our Lord 1% a, 
you the ſaid 'Epw. Ev anson did write, publiſh, diſperſe audl ſet forth, 
oft cauſe and procure to be publiſhed, diſperſed, and ſet forth, a cer- 
tain Book or Pamphlet entituled, Te Dactrines of 2 Trinity and the 


Incarnation 


L121 

Incarnation of God, examined upon tlie Principles if Reaſon and Common 
. Senſe ; with a prefatory Addreſs fo the King, - as firft of the Three Le- 
giflative Eftates f this \Kingdom ; in which you have denied, de- 
praved, reviled, and ridiculed the five firſt of the 39 Articles of Re- 
ligion of the Church of England, and the Athanaſian and Nicene 
Creeds, or at leaſt ſome or one of them, and have expreſſly aſſerted 
that the Church- of England is a Hereſy ; and this was and is true, 
public, and notorious, and thereof there was and is a public 
Voice, Fame, and Report; and you the ſaid EDUwWARD Eyancen 
have ſeveral Timer, or at leaſt once, acknowledged or declared that 
you wrote or publiſhed, or cauſed or procured to be publiſhed, the ſaid 

| Book or Pamphlet; and we article. and object as before. | 
i Twenty-fifth.— ALso, we article and object to you the ſaidEpward 
ö EvAxsox, That ſome Time in the ſaid Vear of our Lord 177, the 
f ſaid Book or Pamphlet in the next foregoing Article mentioned, 
1 was printed and publiſhed for and by. the Order of you the. ſaid 
| EDpwaARD -EvaANs0N, and that the ſame contains the ſeveral Di- 
viſions following (that is to ſay) A Prefatory Addreſs to the 
| King, beginning on the fifth Page and ending on the 54th.— 
q The firſt- Chapter, which: treats of the five firſt of the. ſaid , 39 
Articles of Religion, beginning on the 56th Page, and: ending 
1 upon the 126th Page.—The ' ſecond Chapter, hich treats of 
| the Nicene Creed, beginning upon the. ſaid 226th Page, and 
| ending upon the 159th Page. —The- third Chapter, which treats 
1 of the Athanaſian Creed, beginning upon the - 159th Page, and 
ending upon the 7 5th- Page. —And the -fourth-. Chapter, beginning 
upon the 176th Page, and ending upon - the.188th Page of the 
ſaid Book or Pamphlet. In which faid ſeveral Diviſions, or at 
leaſt in ſome or one of them, and in the whole, or at: leaſt the 
greateſt Part of the ſaid Book · or Pamphlet, the received Doctrines 
of the eſtabliſned Church of England, and particularly the Doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity, and the Divinity of our Blefſed Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus: Chriſt, and the ſaid three Creeds, are ſaid. to be anti- 
chriſtian, ſuperſtitious, and hypocritical, and are treated of with very 
great Indecency, Irreverence, and irreligious. Ridicule, and more 
_ eſpecially, amongſt other Things in the 41ſt Page of the ſaid Book 
.or Pamphlet, is contained the following Paſſage, to wit, But the 
anti- chriſtian: Doctrines that are at preſent received as Orthodox 
are the very Bane. of all that Morality which alone can ren- 
der Religion valuable and amiable: And in the 42d and 43d 
Pages are the following Paſſages: Nor is there the leaſt Proſpect 
« that the general: Virtue of the People will riſe higher, till there 
. is a thorough Reformation accompliſhed in all the leading Ar- 
« ticles of our Faith; till then our Religion is idolatrous and falſe, 
te begot by the. ſuperſtitious Converts - the . Greek Academy, 
«« upon a few figurative Expreſſions of the ſacred. Writings :” And 
in a Note in the | 156th Page of the ſaid Book. is the following 
Paſſage (to wit) But as Circumſtances are at preſent, I do not 
«« ſcruple to aſſert that the Greet Church, the Church of Rome, the 
“ Churck of. England, the Church of Scoland, the Church of i 
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„the Church of Calvin, together with all their numerous Sub- 
<<, divifions,. are Hereſies: And in the 159th and 160th Pages of 
the ſaid Book or Pamphlet, are the following Paſlages relating to 
the Nicene and Athanaſian Creeds (to wit) . Hypocritical Fal ſehood 
is, one grand Characteriſtic of that anti- chriſtian Corruption of 
our Holy Religion, which was fo particularly deſcribed and pre- 
% dicted by the Apoſtles. Jon and Paul, and theſe two Creeds, 
#* which our Church hath thought fit to adopt as orthodox, are F 
strongly marked with this Note of Apoſtacy in their very Fronts Hong, 
A ipzinted Copy of ſuch ſaid Book or Pamphlet the Parties pro- . 
movent do exhibit and hereunto annex for Supply of Proof of the 
Premiſes contained in this and the foregoing Article, the ſame being 
marked on the Back or Coper thereof with the Letter A; and we 
artis le and object of every other, Matter and Thing in the ſaid Book or 
Pamphlet contained, and as before. | | 7 
01 Twenty-fixth—ALs0, 'werarticle and object to you the ſaid Epw. 
Ev an80N, That on or about the 3oth Day of September laſt paſt, the 
ſaid HENRY CoLLiETT, and NEasT.HavaRn, the Parties, Promovent 
in this Cauſe, 7 with ſundry other Pariſhioners and Inhabitants 
of Tetlgſbum atoreſaid, being juſtly offended at your Notions and 
Tenets, and Hoctrines, and at your Alterations and Omiſſions in the 
Liturgy of the Church of England, did write and ſign, or cauſe to 
be vrtote and. ſigned, a certain Letter or Epiſtle, bearing Date at Tewke/- 
bury the zoth Day of September, iy, and directed to youthe ſaid EDW. 
EvssOox, and: did ſend, or cauſe the ſume to be ſent, ant delivered to 
you the ſaid: EKD W. Evaxso, at Tewkeſbury aforeſaid; a true Copy of 
which ſaid Letter or Epiſtle the Parties Promovent do alledge is ſet 
forth and contained in a certain Paper Writing hereunto annexed, and 
by the daid Patties: Promovent herewith exhibited, marked with the 
Letter B; and that yau the ſaid ED]WAR D ExAxso did, in Anſwer 
thereto, write and ſigu, art cauſe to be written and ſigned, and ſend, 
or cauſe to be ſent, ſto the: {aidnParties Promovent, and the ſaid other 
Perſons who ſigned the ſaid firſt- mentioned Letter, or to ſome or one 
of them, at Tewkeſbury aforeſaid, another Letter or Epiſtle, dated at 
Tewkeſbury aforeſaid the iſt Day of October, 1772, wherein you ac- 
knowledge to have preached againſt the + - — Creed, or at leaſt 
505 hal 3 Ait dic! read Ithe! N __ Creed merely ex 
eig, juſtify yopAAupiliggn yerab Parzsjof the public Exhorta- 
tions — Piefin 8 2 4 2 bel kde uſed by the Liturgy 
of the Church of England, and avow your Diſſatisfaction with the 

refent Eſtabliſhment, and with the Liturgy and Articles of Religion 
of the Church of England; which faid Letter or Epiſtle the Parties 
Promovent do exhibit and hereunto annex, being marked on the 
Back thereof with the Letter C, and do alledge the ſame to be of the 
proper Hand Writing of you the faid EpwarD Evanson ; and we 
article and object of any other Time or Times, and as be- 
fore.” | 

Twenty-ſeventh.---ALs0, we article and object to you the ſaid Epw. 

Evanson, That for ſuch your Offences in the preceding Articles 
ſet forth, you ought to be canonically corrected and puniſhed ; and 
we article and object as before. 
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©» Twoenty-tighth.---A1.s0, we article and object to you the ſaid. 
EpwaARD EvaANnson, That you the ſaid EDwARD EvaAnson are Vicar 
of the Vicarage and Pariſh Church of Tewkeſbury aforeſaid, in the 
Dioceſe of Gloceſter, and Province of Canterbury, aforeſaid, and by 
Reaſon of the Premiſes ſubject to the Juriſdiction of this Court; and 

we article and object as before. | 
'  Twenty-ninth.---ALs0, we article and object to you the faid 
EDpwARD 'Evanson, That the ſaid Henry CoLLeT and NRASH 
HavaRD, the Parties Promovent in this Cauſe, have rightly and 
duly complained of the Premiſes to us the Judge aforeſaid, and to 
this Court; and we article and object as before. 
Thirtieth.---ALs0, we article and object to you the ſaid EDwW]ARD 
EvAnsoN, That all and ſingular the Premiſes were and are true, 
public, and notorious, and thereof there was and is a public Voice, 

Fame, and Report. e * — 9 
Of which legal Proof being made to us the judge aforeſaid, and to 
this Court, we will that you the ſaid EpwarD Evanson, be 
duly corrected and puniſhed according to the Exigency of the 
Law, and alſo be condemned in the Coſts of this Suit, made, 
and to be made by, and on the Part and Behalf of, the ſaid 
Henry CorLLET and NeasT HavaRD, and compelled to the 
due Payment thereof, to them or their Parties, by our definitive 
; Sentence or final Decree to be given in this Cauſe, and further 
wee will do, ordain, and decree in the Premiſes what ſhall be 
lawful in this Behalf; all and ſingular which Premiſes we pro- 
pound and will to be done, jointly and ſeverally, not obliging 
us, nor the Promoters in this Cauſe, to prove all and ſingular the 
| ' Premiſes, nor to the Burthen' of a ſuperfluous Proof, againſt 
1 which the Parties Promovent proteſt,” and ſaving always to them- 
| ſelves all Benefit of Law, pray, that ſo far as they ſhall prove in 
the Premiſes, ſo far they may obtain in this their Suit, humbly 


. 


* 


imploring the Aid of our Office in this Behalf, 
0 r pariortanynann 1 Mari 
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SIR, TEWKESBURY, September 30, 1772. 
is with great Concern that we find it neceſſary, on Behalf of ourſelves and many others, 
1 Inhabitants of this Pariſh, who conſtantly attend Divine Service at Church on Sundays, 

of obſerving to you, that notwithſtanding your ſolemn Aſſent to the Book of Common 
Prayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, as directed by the Act of the 13th and 14th of 
CHARLEs II. when you firſt took Poſſeſſion of the Living of this Place, we have too much 
Reaſon to believe, from the Alteration you conſtantly make in the Apoſtles* Creed, your 
Omiſſion of Words in other Parts of the N and the indecent Manner in which you read 
the Nicene Creed, that either your Aſſent was not at firſt real, or if it was, that you have now 
withdrawn ſuch Aſſent. If you truly adhere to the Doctrine of the efabliſhed Church of which 
you profeſs yourſelf to be a Miniſter, it is our earneſt Requeſt and Deſire, that when you 
rform Divine Service for the future, you will read it in the Manner as ſet forth in the fai& 

k of Common Prayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, as injoined and eſtabliſhed 
by the above-mentioned Act; which Requeſt if you refuſe to comply with, however difagree- 
able it may be, we ſhall think it our Duty to take ſuch Steps as will put it in our Power to have 
once more for our Miniſter, a real and ſincere Member of the Church of England, and who 
will not, in the Capacity of a Minifter, ſet up his own Notions in Oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed 
Tenets of that Church in which he is ordained. 

We are, Sir, your Well-wiſhers, 


THO. KEMBLE, 
7 | | H. COLLETT, 
. To the Rev, Mr. EVANS ON, Picar of Tewkeſbury, N EAST HAVARD, 
in the County of Gloceſter. WM. CLIFFE, 
| SAM. JEYNES, 
w. COLLETT. 
(C) 


. Gentlemen, | | 

A Sl am yet to learn that any Steps which you can take will put it in your Power, either to 
A vacate this Living, or, when it is vacant, to appoint ſuch a Minitter as you may think 

proper, | was not a little ſurprized at the Receipt of your moſt extraordinary Command, 
= ſurely it is very improperly ſtiled a Reguęſt and Defoe, when accompanied with a very rude 

hreatening) and if the Channel _— which I received it, and the ſeveral Hand-Writings ſub- 
ſcribed to it, had not put it nd a Doubt, I could not have believed that a Letter, in one 
Part ſpeaking falſe Engliſh, and in another breathing ſo illiberal a Menace, was really ſent me 
by the Gentlemen whoſe Names it bears. | > tp 

As a Man I ſhould not think it deſerved my leaſt Regard ; but as a Miniſter, and as far as a 
well-intending Heart will carry me, a faithful Minifter too of the meek and patient Jeſus, I 
acknowledge. myſelf under an Obligation not only to reply to, but to remove every Objection 
that may be urged againſt my Conduct, if I can do it conſiſtently with what the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and my own Conſcience-tell me is my Duty to God. 

In the Cloſe of your Letter you are pleaſed to infinuate, that i the Capacity of a Miniſter I ſet 
up my.own Notions, in.. Oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed Tenets of the Church; as you have not 
alledged one Proof of my douig ſo, I can only ſay, that the Inſinuation does me great Injuſtice. 
I never. did, in any Act of my Miniſtry, among Jon, ſet up an Opinion of my own, in Oppoſition 
to an eſtabliſhed ine! About a Year and a Half ago indeed, in an almoſt literal Para- 
phraſe, upon 1 Cor. xv. I yentured, in the Courſe of what I thought my Duty, to point out 
from the Pulpit, the Inconſiſtency of that Article of the Apoftle's Creed, the Refurreftion of the 
Body, with the expreſs Words of the inſpired Apoſtle, who, ſpeaking of the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, ſays, ** Thou ſoweſt not that Body, which ſhall be; and again tells us, © It is a Na- 
tural Body which is ſown, but it is a Spiritual Body which is raiſed.” But ſince then I have not 
done even ſo much as that. However knowing that no ſuch Expreſſion as The Reſurrection 
of the Boch, js to be found in the whole New Teſtament, and that it is very far from the plain 
Doctrines of the Holy Apoſtles, from which that Creed is moſt certainly taken in all its other 
Parts, that I may be able to join in the Rehearſal of the whole Creed myſelf, not merely officially 
but with my Heart and Underſtanding, as well as with my Lips, I take the very trifling Liberty 
of exchanging one ſingle unſcripturai Word for a ſcriptural one; and fince every Member of the 
Congregation rehearſes ſeparately for himſelf, and is entirely free to adhere to the Word Body, 
without any Regard either to St. Paul or me, ſurely it is cavilling for mere cavilling Sake to 
be offended with ſo innocent and inconſiderable a Deviation from the printed Form, eſpecially 
when it is made purely for Conſcience Sake, and when the Word I adopt is the very fame that 
our Church herſelf hath made uſe of in her own Nicene Creed, . 

ou 
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You imagine I do not now at leaſt aſſent and truly adhere to the Doctrine of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church; as you do not ſay Doctrires, I ſuppoſe you mean the pot Doctrine of the Church, 
for in Truth her particular Doctrines happen very unfortunately to be, ſome of them, directly 
contradictory to one another; with à partial Vie to one of theſe you accuſe me of not being oe 
of her ſincere Members; and a Methodiſtical Miniſter of the 8 Church, having his Ey 
upon another of them, vc uld accuſe each of you of the ſame Thing. But let us ſee how the 
Church herſelf qualifies the Meaning of all her particular Dactrines, in that general Doctrine 
which true Protcſtants muſt univerſally approve; if you will pleaſe to ad over the 6th; 19th, 
20th, and 21ſt Articles of the Eſtabliſhed Religion candidly and coolly, you will find that the 
Church herfelf acknowledges no Rule of Faith and Religious Doctrine beſides the Holy Scrip- 
tures, diſowns the Infallibity of every Church in the World. and diſclaims all Authority in her- 
ſelf to enjoin any Article of Faith, or any Doctrine, which is 2 to, or which is not 
actually contained in, that ſacred Standard; unleſs therefore the Church is by her own Con- 
feſhon very wicked and unreaſonable, as well as very ipconſitent, with herſelf, ſhe cannot be 
ſuppoſed to require any Perſon to aſſent or adhere to her particular Hoctrines, any farther than as 
upon a fair and candid Examination they ſhall be found to accord with the true Senſe of thoſe 
Holy Writings, and fo far I do, bona fide, till aſſent and adhere'to them. N in 
As to the _ Creed it is really beyond my Comprehenſion, and therefore I read it merely 
ex officio, and in Obedience to the Authority of the Legi//ature ; and if I have offended any Body 
by running it over too faſt, I will very readily endeavour to read it flower. il 4 C198 3 
In every other Part of the public Service, where the Congregation is at all concerned, I mean 
vhere they can with any Degree of Propriety be ſuppoſed to join, I am from the ſame Mo- 
tives puncliliouſly cautious not to alter or omit one fingle Word, and even in the Acts of 
Bleſſing and Exhorting, where the Part of the People is only to teteive my good Wiſhes or 
Inflructions, and where I look upon myſelf more as the Servant and Ambaſladous of Jeſus 
Chriſt, than as the legal Minifter of the People, I never preſume to introduce one Syllable 
that is Hot authoriped by the Church itſelf, and if I do omit a Word or two of the printed 
Forms, it is really becauſe, after maturely conſidering the ſolemn and intelligible Engagements 
which I entered into when I was ordained Prieſt, which it is both my Duty and Inclination 
punctually to fulfil, and which I earneſtly recommend to your attentive Peruſal as they are con- 
tained in the Ordination Service, J dare not uſe them. In this and every other” Far 8 my 
public Miniſtry I act upon an wifeigned Principle of Conſcience; and for my Juſtitentibt I 
peal to that awful final Court of perfect Equity, betore which you, Gentlemen, niuſt appe 
well as I, and where we ſhall find, — 7 anſwet more for our Practice and out Behaviour 
to each other, than for our Opinians. , | ert e i tal e 
I am no Friend to auricular Confeſſions, even of the Laity to the Clergy, and much lefs'of 
the Clergy to the Laity; and I ought pethaps to be particularly cadtious what I'avow on this 
Occaſion, where à Combination ſeems. formed againſt me, conſiſtiug chiefly of Gentlemen 
learned in the Law ; yet I frankly declare to you that I am one of thoſe many Miniſtery' of the 
eſtabliſned Church; whoſe Eyes have been opened by that attentive Study of the Holy Berip- 
tures, and other Writings af the eatlieſt Ages of the Church of Chriſty which our Proſeſſton 
parteularly requires of us, ani who are convinced; that all brane in dhe preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment, but that there is much need of a Reformation both of the Liturgy and the Articles: 
You cannot be ignorant that this Matter is actually ſub judice; it will aſſuredly come before the 
egiſlature the next Seſſions of Parliament, when ſomething or other Inuſt be determined on, 
and I aſſure you if n ObjeRions to the legal Forms of Divine Seruite are not then removed by 
Authority, 1 will very ſoon rid you of all your Objections to wy —— Six or ſeven Months 
is ſurely no long Time, for you who. are ſo ſtrong in the right Faithg"to 
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| bear Wwith'the conſcien- 
cious Scruples of a weak Brother: But if your hriſtian Fatience'and Charity is to little; and 
your Bigotry and _—_ too great, to live peaceably' with me ſturitirat ſnort Time, ou arc t 
full Liberty to take what Steps you . Meaſure in you, Power to Freju- 
dice ; and whether the Effects of your holy Reſentment prove as conſiderable * are pleaſed to 
threaten, or as trifling as I apprehend, may God forgive you, as I ali de very Uncttely(* « 
; RJ 149 of! TUM CA b 


I am, Gentlemen, i und en ien ö 
Tewkeſbury, Oct. 1, Your very humble and faithful Sewant in Chriſt Jeſus. 
11772. 1% %% bas \ | EDW. EVA NSON. 
7 Meſſrs. K EMBL E, CoLLET, HAvAxp, CLIFFE, n 11 113 — eMf1{1240\ 4 
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